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AYODHYA
-TIMETO
MOVE ON

A LANDMARK SUPREME COURT
VERDICT GIVES INDIA THE UNIQUE
OPPORTUNITY TO LEAVE BEHIND THE
BITTERNESS OF THE PAST AND
MAKE A NEW BEGINNING




SUSTAINBLE
LIVING

The Taj Safaris,
Panna National
Park was design
respecting the
natural vegetation
and contours (rght
and below, rightl;
shared courtyard
between two houses
in Gurgaan (far,
rightl; architect
Sanjay Prakash

{below, left

)

TWIST ON TRADITION

WHO Architect Sanjuy Prakash, 61 is the principal
consuttant with Defhi=hased SHiF; (Studio for
Habitat Futures). “SHiFCworks on the principles of
respeeting natural resourees by working with them

anad ot against them. Matural resources such as sun,

daylight, rain, air and soil.” says Prakash.

o to the past partniers
s architecture practice, It
started (in the 10005) to demonstrate that design
shonld not be for & fisture that s extrapolated from
the past with high consumption und high waste bat
a future that is sufficient, regenerative and efficient,

]

GAEEN DESIGN The firm uges low embodied ener-
v to construct its buildings, by using bumboo, earth
and stone or with lowered steel consnmption, They
use passive ventilation, heating and cooding as fur us
possihle for the partieular elimate that the proj-

ect twin, and reduce heating and cooling needs by
Juilicious use of ovientation, fonestration, davlight,
shading, colour and insulation. They also use of
ficient nir-conditioning nnd Hghting where reguived
to conserve entrgy, The prnctice conserves witer by
reduring wastage through water efficient fixtures, os
ing and rensing water in their proj-
pots "W also make sure that we harvest minwater
a5 much as weean, This allows s to enhance the
microckimite,” adds Prakish, Also, by nsing
na cement-tased lundseapes Urey not only harvest

st

ruirwater hut also mitigate flood-like situations,
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Phatograph by MSHANT SHUKLA

Photogragh by SHEXHAR GHOSH

VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE SHiFT not
only tses vernpenlar arehiteeture, they moder-
nise it thrmagh curvent engineering processes.
“We have realised that most vernacular tech-
niques that are considered either slow or costly,
are never execirted with modern engineering
pritctiees, [t is our cnds
these more efficient,” sy Prakash

womar theretore to miake

CURRENT PROJECTS They are working on
varied prajects such as a hill residenee in
Kumaon, cultural centre for Jabalpur smirt city,

wivmpaes for a Bambeo Research ad i training

centre at Chandrapur (the largest bamboo and
rammicd earth project in India) and o low energy
corporate affiee for o micro-credit company.
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